To the Right Honourable 
The COMMONS ff ENGLAND 


Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT. 


' T he bumble Petition of the Perſons whoſe Names are bereander written, on the behalf 
of themſelves and many others Proprietors and Commoners,Inbabit1nts inthe (e- 


veral Pariſhes of Entield, Edmonton, Hadley and Southmyms in the County 
of Middleſex. 


HEWETH, 
DPW HAT 1 our Petitioners, and all choſe whoſe Eſtates they claim, (amongſt divers others ) have time out of 
minde enjoyed Common for al! manrer of Commonable B:aſts without number, and Common of FE ftovers 
and d:\crs other preat Priviledges and Advantages in Enfield Chace, which of late have been a 
to be tiken from chem by ſ-verall Comanvffions under the Great Seal of Englani, grounded upon ſeveral! 
Orde:s made by Oliver Cromwell and his Council, which in the Year 1656. iffued to Wiliam Dunvill, Paul 
Nico!l, 7obn Boynton, Hugh Webb, Major Rolfe, and Nichols Gunton, impowering any three of them, 
(Camorgit other things ) to Survey theſaid Chace, to hear and derermine your Petitioners Rights, and 
ro allow ſatisfaction for them; Whereof nevertheleſſe your Petitioners were for ever to be bred 
if their Claims were not made within Thirty Dayes after publike notice: And all M:litary Officers were 
commanded to alt the Cormmiſſtoners: By colour whereof, (the two former Commiſſioners refuſing ) the four latter did 
AR, and they put your Pecicioners and their Servants to many Attendances , and thoſe Military Officers did take away the 
Goods, and did beat and wound {ome of the Perſons of your Petitioners and their Servants, But before the work was finiſhed, 
(V:Z. ) in the ſaid Year 1455 an Aſſembly called a Parliament was called and held, which appointed a Committee Concerning 
the four Forreſts of N.edwood, Kingrwo:d, Aſhdown and Sherwood, purſu? U N. _ made 3o of Auguſt, 1654. for 
the Sale of them to pay certii! publique Debts, witich the Proſecutors 0 , nfeel hace underftanding, and that ſuch Ordi- 
nances would fail, as were r.t confirmed by the faid Aſſembly, they by untrue Information piven to that Aſſembly , that 
your Petitioners were conſerti:'3 thereto, procured Enfield Chace to be comprehended in the ſame pretended A of Parlia- 
ment, of Conficmitions with che other Forreſts; upon which AQ, Inftructions were grounded, wherein the ſame four perſons 
were named Commiſſioners on behalf of the Proſecutors of the ſame Incloſure: And Sir Richard Lucy, Henry Marſh, Jhn 
Barnes, Paul Nicsll, and Mr. I/ilford, on behalf of your Petitioners were alſo named without your Petitioners knowledpe and 
conſent, and againſt their wills, By the judgement of which Commiſſioners, Allowapces were to be made for your Petitioners 
Intereſts : But Sir Richard Lucy. and Mr. Marſh could not be prevailed with to aR, nor the other three untill they were 
threatned to be ſent for by a Party of Horſe to the Committee of Appeal, in the ſaid AR named, for the Commiſiioners 
named for your Petitioners were all or moſt part of them (though named by the other party) convinced in their judgments, 
that your Petitioners were very auch wronged therein: And under colour of execution of ſuch power the Commiſſioners 
named on the behalf of the Proſecutors, have returned a Survey of the ſaid Chace, containing leſſe by 2000 Acres zt leaſt then 
former Surveyes doe. All which the Parchaſors were to have had withour paying any thing for the ſame, and of the number 
of Acres returned they took away above half in quantity, and the very beſt Land in quality, and all the Wood erowing thereon, 
Nowichſtanding your Petitioners Righ:s, Priviledges and Advantages were by all former Ats of Parliament faved to them 
therein, and notwithſtanding their Claims made thereunto eccordingly, and that by the judgement of the ſaid Commiſſioners 
& full Maity in quantity and quality was to be allowed for your Petitioners fatisfaftion: And they have ſtopped and turned 
many arcieat High-wayes noc only leading from one Town and Road to another, but from one Market-Town to another, 
aw 45 the have ſeit and new made, are ſo ſtraight as are impaſſable in Wanter , and very prejudici| and dangerous fo 
ou Petitioners and Paſſengers who travell thoſe wayes: And the pretended Purchators of the Wood have digged up great 
tore of the Turf and Soyl ofthe ſaid Chace, and cut down abundance of Wood and Timber in the ſame Chace to an exceeding 
reat yalue, and ſold the ſame away from your Petitioners, and committed g:cat ſpoyl and waſte therein, eſpecially upon ſuch 
part of the ſaid Chace as they would have forced your Petitioners to have accepted of, to the exceeding great grievance of your 

Pecitioners, who have ende:voured to have Copies of the ſaid Commiſſioners whole proceedings, and have offered to piy tor _ 
them, yet cannot obtain ghem. T he contrivance and carrying on of which deſign was principally by William Webb preter:ded 
Sarveyor Generall, Fob Melihripe pretended Adjutant Generall, to Colonel! Lambert, Colonell fozce Colonell Eyre, Captain 
Kemp Mr. Robstham, Mr, Lavry 2 Scorchman, and one Rice, Collonel Alen, fuſtinian Pagitt , Edgard Randal, and one Juitice 
Higbert, and divers others who have bought poor Souldiers Nebenters at Eighteen pence and two Shillings in the pounds, and 
expeRed Allowances for the whole Debenter, and Interelt for the ſame. All which paſſages and unlawtull proceedings tend 
to the oppreſſion aud wrong of your Petitioners 16 their juſt Rights, which if your Petitioners loſe will make them lefl- 
capable of paying Taxes for maintenance of the Army, in reſpe& many of your Petitioners Rents will much fall by the loſe 
of the [211% and above an hundred poor Families will thereby be utterly undone. And many of the Purchaſors as (conſcious 
thereot ) are as your. Petitioners are informed, endeavouring tO procure an At of this preſent Parliament , for Confirmation : 
Notwithſtanding they and their Agents have hitherto maintained themſeives in ſuch their miſdoings with their Swords and 
Piſtolls, 2nd have killed wounded and much hurt many of the Proprietors and Commoners, and their Servants and Cattle in 
claiming their Rights, and have done other great dammage to your Petitioners, and yet ſome of the ſaid Parchaſors have given 
out in ſpeeches, T hat if your Petitioners ever recover their Rights, 1t muſt be by the Sword, tothe great terror and amaze- 
ment of your Petitioners, whereby your Petitioners are compelled to make their Humble Addrefles co. this Honourable 


Parliament, for telief herein. 


All which matters, and other the heavy miſdoings, wrongs, and. Oppreſfions done unto your Petitioners 44 aforeſaid, your Petitioners 
humbly pray, that this Honourable Court of Parliament, (will be pleaſed to take into thi ir conſideration, and give luch Order AY 
Premiſſes, that your Petitioners may without any interrupticn quietly and peaceably enjoy their Ancient Rights and Priviledges in 
Enfield Chace, which they and their Anceſtors have for 200 years quietly enjoyed : Notwithſtanding the aforeſaid pretended AG; of 
Parliament, or any other things done by vertue thereof in the Premiſſes ko the contrary, and alſo to call to gu dccompt all ſuch perſons as 
bave made any waſte and (poyle of the Timber, Trees, and other Trees and Wood growing lying and being ta the ſaid Chace, for 
ſuch uſes 6s this Honourable Court ſhall think fit ; and to afford your Petitioners (uch farther Kelief berein, as ſhall land with 
_—_—_ And they ſhall pray, &c, 


